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‘AP mayhem with cops’ connivance’

By C. LOKESHWARA RAO
The Times of India News Service

CHUNDUR
(Guntur district, A.P.)
I August 9,

THE massacre in this village was
planned and executed with the
connivance of the local police.
according to survivors.

The massacre, the worst ever in
Andhra Pradesh in recent times,
‘was carried. out between 11 a.m.
and 5 p.m. on Tuesday.

* A police party warned residents
of an impending attack by the caste

| Hindus and advised them 1o flee.

The villagers of this village then
telephoned upper casie residents of
other villages like Motpkur and
Alapada and allegedly told them
that the Chundur Harijans were
rushing to attack them after having
killed four upper caste villages in
Chundur.

So, the Harijans fleeing this vil-

lage were cpught in a pincer be-
tween the mob chasing them from
Chundur and, groups waiting for
them from Motukur and other
villages. The| victims were cut
down in fields and near rail tracks
passing by Chundur Dhamraj, a
survivor, managed to reach a rail-

» Probe ordered into
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way station and went { Npi!al n
Guntur. E

The sarpanches of (‘hbnt\i\mnd'
Motukur are among 20 persons-

arrested or wanted by the police.
When the Guntur superintendent,
Mr Raghuvir Prasad Meena, talked
to Jakraiah, a survivor, the latter
named a man called Satyanarayana
and two persons by name of Prasad
Reddy anf Sami Reddy among the
attackers. Sami Reddy is reported-
ly the sarpanch of Chundur.
Chundur, set in sylvan sur-
roundings amidst recently planted

paddy fields, stands in the Guntus-
Prakasan -belt which auained
notonety for caste clashes in recent
years. There were brutal attacks on
Harijans at  Karamchedu and
Neerukonda in these parts.

The Guntur collector, Mr Nagar-
juna, observed that one would have
1o go'very far back in time, as far
as one wishes, 1o trace the gencsis
of the caste conflict in Chundur.
:Mr Prakasrao, a resident of the

‘Harijans hamle1. said there had -

been tension for two decades but
that did not come in the way of the
Harijans working in the fields of
the upper casies. ‘

Mr Nagarjuna wondered why
the Jtrocity was not prevented
although a disproportionately large
police force was stationed in Chun-
dur with.a circle inspector, seven
sub-inspectors, 40 ‘constables and
20 armed reserve policemen.
Though the general situation in the

district was sensitive because of the
b .

.When he refused to d

farmers’ agitalior:ior fertilisers, a.

large force was spécially stationed
in Chundur because of the prevail-
ing tension. ..
And yet this force did n ‘
the Harijan residents of Chundur,
It is generally believed that the
trouble, broke"out after an alter-
cation in a cinema theatr¢ about a
month ago betwéen“Ravj, a Hari-
jan student and some local youths.
Ravi was attacked later. After that,
a committec of 14 Harijans urged
his father, a teacher] named
Bhaskarrao, to lodge a complaint

contmittee decided to

very idea of-the Harijans forming a
committee . reportedly infuriated
upper castc yillagers. ,
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